
Hal Chase: Baseball’s Forgotten Star and the 

Cost of Defiance 

By David Green, Descendant of Hal Chase 

 

With Major League Baseball’s recent reinstatement of 17 former players, including Pete 

Rose, conversations around legacy, justice, and redemption have returned to the 

spotlight. For my family, this moment carries a deep, personal weight. My cousin, Hal 

Chase, was once the New York Yankees’ first true star—yet today, he’s all but forgotten. 

The First Yankee Star—Erased 

Born in Los Gatos, California, in 1883, Hal Chase 

became the New York Highlanders’ (now Yankees) first 

true star, dazzling fans with his glove and bat. Even 

legends like Babe Ruth and Walter Johnson called him 

the best first baseman ever. Yet, despite a .291 career 

average, 2,158 hits, and 363 stolen bases, Chase’s name 

is missing from every Hall of Fame—national, state, or 

local. 

 

Why? Because Hal Chase dared to challenge the 

system. He stood up to Charles Comiskey and 

Organized Baseball, taking them to court and publicly 

defying the restrictive National Agreement that bound 

players to teams like property. For that, he was banned from the American League and 

smeared in the press, his accomplishments buried under allegations of gambling and 

game-fixing. 

A Historian’s Perspective: The Defiant Pioneer 

“Hal Chase was a defiant, fiercely independent player who challenged baseball’s 

restrictive system long before free agency,” says historian Chris Goode, author 

of California Baseball. “He did not fit well into an era when players were treated as 

property, with no say over where they played or how much they earned.” 

Goode discovered Chase while researching Santa Clara College players. “Chase stood 

out for me because my father and I both played baseball at Santa Clara, yet neither of us 
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had heard of him. He received more votes in the initial Hall of Fame balloting than 

anyone not eventually elected.” 

Family Legacy and Lingering Doubts 

Was he guilty of gambling on games? “Maybe—we’ll never know for sure,” says his 

grandson, also named Hal. “But what hurts is how baseball erased his achievements and 

smeared his name.” 

 

It’s hard for a family to watch a loved one’s record replaced by a legacy of blacklisting 

and smear campaigns. Even modern search engines often overlook Chase as the 

Yankees’ first star, citing his “complicated legacy” and baseball’s efforts to erase him. 

“Chase has become known in literature and lore as the most corrupt player in baseball,” 

says Goode. “This feels like an injustice. He was a trailblazer—he challenged the reserve 

clause half a century before free agency.” 

Courage Before His Time 

Baseball is finally beginning to reckon with its past—and part of that reckoning must 

include the untold story of Hal Chase and the unjust system he defied. Chase challenged 

the reserve clause in court and won, a victory that, if widely known, could have inspired 

other players to demand their rights and fundamentally changed the game. Fearing 

upheaval, Major League Baseball chose to bury his story, blacklist him, and drive him 

from the sport he loved. Instead of being remembered as a pioneer, Chase became a 

cautionary tale—his courage overshadowed by a campaign to erase his legacy. 

 

“It would be nice for people to finally see my grandfather for his courage to challenge 

the reserve clause decades before Curt Flood, who also risked his career for player 

rights,” his grandson adds. “He paid the price with his career, his livelihood, and any 

future participation in the game he loved.” 

 

Hal Chase’s story is a reminder that history is often written by those in power. Dissent in 

the face of authority is cast out and vilified. Hal’s legacy deserves to be remembered 

with fairness and respect—not buried under century-old headlines. 

A Call for Clarity and Fairness 

Unlike the 17 players recently reinstated, Chase was never officially banned—just quietly 

blacklisted. His career ended in a haze of allegations and informal exclusion, but without 

a clear, official ban from Organized Baseball. Today, his name is conspicuously absent 



from both the Hall of Fame and the list of reinstated players, leaving his legacy in limbo 

while others have been granted posthumous redemption. 

 

Since baseball is now reexamining the cases of other players from his era, it only makes 

sense to bring clarity to Hal Chase’s legacy as well. 

 

It’s time for Major League Baseball to formally address Chase’s ambiguous status. His 

story is unique—not just because of what he achieved, but because of the unjust way his 

legacy was erased. If baseball is truly ready to reckon with its history, Hal Chase deserves 

to be among those finally given their due. 

 

For more information, please contact www.HalChase.com. 

 

Permission is granted to reprint or share this article. 

 

About the Author: 

David Green is a writer and descendant of Hal Chase, dedicated to preserving and 

sharing the true history of baseball’s early stars. 
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